Wild Celery

Scientific name
Common names

Vallisneria americana

Wild celery, eelgrass, tapegrass, ribbon grass, vallisneria

Growth form Rooted submersed; rosette form with a basal meristem and ribbon-like leaves.

Reproduction Produces daughter plants along stolons; sexual reproduction by seed.

Perennation Evergreen (southern ecotype) or winterbud-forming (northern ecotype) perennial.

Range Throughout the U.S. (absent from parts of the Midwest).

Use Valuable for fish habitat and waterfowl food. In the south, evergreen habit allows planting
over an extended period.

Culture

Plant Daughter plants year round (southern ecotype) or winterbuds late spring to midsummer
(northern ecotype).

Produce Mature transplants.

Light 75-100% full sunlight.

Container 4" (1 quart) nursery pots.

Substrate Well-cured terrestrial soil or sterilized aquatic sediment.

Fertilization 5 grams ammonium sulfate per L of potting medium. Add 1 mg ammonium nitrogen /L to the
water column every four weeks during active growth.

Water depth 50 to 100 cm.

Comments Minimum of 12 weeks required for production of mature transplants. Susceptible to aphid,
snail and aquatic caterpillar damage.

Field Planting

Propagule Mature potted transplants.

Season Early spring to early fall (southern ecotype); early to late summer (northern ecotype).

Substrate Sand to muck.

Depth 25to 125 cm.

Comments Transplants must be planted deep enough to cover the root mass and anchor the plant, but

care must be taken not to bury the basal rosettes. Not resistant to desiccation; highly
susceptible to herbivory by carp, turtles and waterfowl; will tolerate water up to 3 m deep once
established.
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